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ED ITO RI AL St
ANNUAL SESSION OF 1936: HEADQUARTERS

AT HOTEL CORONADO
Hotel Reservations at This Year's Annual

Session.-The 1936 annual session of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association will have as its head-
quarters the historic and ever-attractive Hotel del
Coronado, and it should not be a surprise to
members who have not made reservations to
date to learn that only twenty-five rooms are
still at their disposal. This means that many
members who attend the coming session will be
obliged to seek hotel accommodations in San
Diego, across the bay, and orders for even these
should not be too long delayed. A letter to Asso-
ciation Secretary Warnshuis will bring you a list
of hotels. * * *

Scientific Program.-The Committee on Sci-
entific Program at a recent meeting in Los Angeles
reported that the programs for the general meet-
ings and also the numerous sections were well in
hand; the chief worry being, not as to sufficient
addresses or the attendance, but rather whether
the accommodations for meetings would be ade-
quate comfortably to care for members who may
wish to attend the sections and hear the presen-
tations of guest speakers or essayists.

With the yearly growth of the State Associa-
tion, the group of members who offer papers
for the scientific programs becomes greater, and,
as a consequence, the Committee on Scientific
Program for some time past has been forced to
decline a considerable number of excellent essays
because each section is permitted to have only a
certain amount of time, that all the various activi-
ties may properly fit, one into the other. Members,
therefore, who have in mind papers which they
think worthy of consideration, as of interest and
value to other members, should write practically
a year ahead to the Association Secretary who,
as chairman of the Committee on Scientific Pro-
gram, will be glad to give full information on the
requirements and standards laid down for such
scientific contributions.

The Coronado Session Dates Are May 25-28,
1936.-It is suggested that you mark your
calendar with these dates and make a mental re-

t Editorials on subjects of scientific and clinical inter-
est, contributed by members of the California Medical As-
sociation, are printed in the Editorial Comments column,
which follows.
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solve to try to attend the meetings of this year.
Many subjects of importance in relation to both
scientific and organized medicine will be up for
consideration. Those who attend annual session
meetings always feel they profit, not only from
hearing papers and discussions, but also from the
pleasant contacts made with colleagues from all
parts of the State. The meetings, too, are of
value to all members, no matter how long they
have been in practice or what is the period of
their California Medical Association membership,
and a cordial invitation is extended to every mem-
ber to attend. Try, therefore, to be among those
who will answer "Present" at Coronado on
May 25-28.

EXPERT MEDICAL TESTIMONY: A RECENT
LEGAL ENCOUNTER

Claims of a Los Angeles Attorney. In De-
cember last, a member of the Los Angeles County
Medical Association was served with a court sub-
poena to appear with certain records and give a
deposition on his professional findings concerning
a patient who had been under his observation. He
learned that the attorney for the plaintiff intended
to demand expert testimony, without giving him
the fee for such testimony; client and lawyer con-
tending that, under Section 2021 of the Civil
Code of California, a new code provision passed
by the last legislature, the physician was so obli-
gated. Upon the advice of his personal attorney,
he stated his objections to being questioned; but
in order to avoid the delays incident to a citation
for contempt of court, he gave his testimony on
the questions submitted, all subject, however, to
his objections thereto.
When our attention was called to the matter,

we wrote to the general counsel of the Associa-
tion, Mr. Hartley Peart, and his letter of reply
may be found on page 136 of this issue.

Mention is here made of the affair lest further
demands of this nature be presented to mem-
bers of the Association. All that is needed to
bring such "demanding attorneys" to their senses
is the willingness of one of the physicians so
cited to refuse to answer on matters of opinion
and permit himself to be haled before a superior
court on the charge of contempt; after which the
matter can be threshed out and settled.

Between attorneys-at-law in the legislature, who
elaborate confusing statutes, and others in private
practice, who seek to add more confusion, ordi-
nary citizens are certainly, at times, submitted to
much inconvenience in combating such nuisances.

ON SOME ARTICLES AND ITEMS IN THE
CURRENT NUMBER

Every Issue Contains Some Articles of Spe-
cial Interest.-In each number of the official
Journal an effort is made to present a composite
of the California Medical Association's scientific
and organization activities in the hope that every
reader may find something to his special liking or
needs. When, occasionally, attention is called to

certain articles, it is not so much because of sup-
posedly superior scientific or literary merit, but
rather that the articles mentioned, on account of
other reasons existing at the time, may be of im-
mediate or general interest and importance. Thus,
in the current issue, mention may be made of the
items listed below:

* * *

Infection of Two Laboratory Workers in
California with Psittacosis and Tularemia.-
From time to time, reports of cases of infection
of laboratory workers find places in the litera-
ture,* and to these may be added two case reports
in this issue; one of psittacosis and the other of
tularemia, well worthy of perusal. It is gratifying
to know that both patients went on to good re-
covery in spite of the severe illness each expe-
rienced. In this connection, also, may be noted
the unfortunate experience of Dr. H. E. Hassel-
tine of the United States Public Health Service,
who contracted psittacosis in the recent work of
dismantling the Pasadena laboratory of the State
Board of Health; but who, likewise, after a criti-
cal sickness, happily recovered.

"Baking Soda-Sodium Fluorid" Poisonings
in San Francisco.-A few weeks ago the lay
press contained, day after day, accounts of the
illness and deaths resulting from the use of what
was supposed to be poisoned baking soda, but
which later was shown to be baking soda con-
taminated by sodium fluorid. After immediate
and exhaustive investigation by the Director of
Public Health of the City and County of San
Francisco, the conditions under which this acci-
dent occurred were laid bare. The two articles,
one entitled "Poisoning Due to the Ingestion of a
Mixture of Sodium Bicarbonate-Sodium Fluorid,"
by Dr. J. C. Geiger, and the other captioned "Acute
Fluorin Poisoning," by Dr. Jesse L. Carr, com-
menting on the need of more efficient statutory
regulations of salvaged goods, make interesting
reading. It is, therefore, to be hoped that both
State and local regulations, adequate to prevent
a recurrence of such accidents, will be enacted in
the near future.

Conference of County Society Secretaries.-
On Saturday, January 18, the secretaries of the
component county societies were the official guests
of the California Medical Association in an all-
day meeting held in San Francisco. The program
was printed in last month's issue (page 52), and
Association Secretary Warnshuis will no doubt
present further information thereon. The officers
of the State Association felt that this conference,
in its initial meeting, had more than justified
itself; a sentiment heartily concurred in by the
representatives of the county societies who were
present.

It is generally agreed that the administrative
officer of a county society who carries most of

* See October, 1935, CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE,
page 260 (Doctor Hasseltine); and January, 1936, issue.
page 64 (the late Miss Pabst).


